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SUBJECT: CONSULATE MARACAIBO TRAFFIC ACCIDENT 

REF: CARACAS 28 11 

1. CHIEF OF FOREIGN LITIGATION. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 

WHO FIRST SUGGESTED POSSIBILITY OF SETTLEMENT IN THIS 
CASE, IS SCHEDULED TO RETURN TO WORK FROM HOSPITAL ON OR 
ABOUT MARCH 19, 1975. DEPT DOUBTS THAT HE WILL BE ABLE 
TO REVIEW DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED BEFORE MARCH 24 AT EARLIEST. 
DEPT SUGGESTS THAT EMBASSY SO INFORM LAWYER INDICATING 
THAT DEPARTMENT STILT. BELIEVES THAT THIS CASE SHOULD BE 
SETTLED, THOUGH DEPT IS NOT IN A POSITION TO MAKE ANY 
PROMISES AT THIS TIME, AND THAT FURTHER PATIENCE ON PART 
OF LAWYER, WHO HAS REASON TO BE IMPATIENT, WOULD STILL BE 
WARRANTED. THOUGH USG DOES NOT WISH TO INCUR UNNECESSARY 
COURT COSTS, DEPARTMENT BELIEVES EMBASSY SHOULD TELL 
LAWYER AS WELL THAT DEPARTMENT DOES NOT WISH TO PRECLUDE 
LAWYER FROM PROCEEDING WITH ANY COURT ACTION WHICH HE 
BELIEVES IS NECESSARY TO PRESERVE THE RIGHTS OF HIS 
CLIENT. INGERSOLL 
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